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9:00 AM - 9:55 AM
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Is Internet Trading Obsolete? P ' &
° g&?i"radﬁig%ﬁpomf&ine ) ROqRAMS

Leam how to perlorm diract stock market trading withowt using a dlscounter of broker.

L ]
Use Aeal-Tick Il softwere for real-time historical chaning and tachnical analysis, with all | PR 0
the graphlcal and fechnical functionality of MarkelView In the Microsoft Windows gnvil- ESENTAT' NS“!

ronment. Theré will be a drawing for lrea products. ~

10:00 AM - 10:55 AM Adobe Acrobat

Timorfiy Carmichuel

Adabe Systems
Shelly Baker

Adobe Acrobat ks used to pubksh gocuments on the Web. Intranets, and CD-ROM. You can use Acrobat fo create
Porrable Documnent Farmal (PDF) documents which can be read across any platform, retalning the look and feel of the
orginal. The .PDF decuments can contaln finks, forms, graphics and movies. The Acrobal Reader Is distributed free

of charge. Thera will be a drawing for fres products. *

11:00 PM - 11:30 AM NTPCUG Business Meeting

12:00 PM - 12:55 PM Lotus Smartsuite 97
Lotus Corporation

Lofus Smarisuite B7 for Windows 95 and NT 4.0 s 8 complele sulle of 32-bit desktop applicabons thal provides the
locls you need to get everyday tasks done mors qulckly, collaborate with othérs more eftectivaly, and-communicate
mors easlly via 1oday’s cutling edge technologies, Including the Intermet and the World Wide Wab. The applications
include a spreadshast, word processor, ralefional dalabase, presantation graphics, tmé rnanagement. and business

mullimedla. Thare will be a drawing for free products. *

“ Tiekets fos each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes oalors untll 1S minutes alier the stan-time of

the mesting to aftending NTPCUG members who show proof of membership.

DOLIC. Ceernd 11:00 - 11:55 Ctd.
\ _ NIPCUG Specinl ci0 (con)
( Interest Group nvesers
- Meering Schedule Microsolt FronPage
Sk s Paragox
8:00 - 8:55 3:00 - 10:55 Rw;'::g: oonealogy
Intamet - WEB Devalopers Datlas Corel Microsofl Visual Ca+MEC
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MuliMedia CAD NTPCUG Orfentatlon
8:00 - 9:55 Oelphi 12:00 - 12:55
Hardware Solutons Emerging Technologies Access
Fox Pro Database Alpha Four
9:00 -.9:55 Networking C++ Language
DOS/ Operating Systems Infernel-Beginning Communicatians
General Genaalogy PAF -Genealogy Dastdop Publishing
(nemet-Advancad Introduction to the PC Java
5QL Serwver WordPerlecWindows
Intraductlon to the PC UNIX Intraduction to the PC
Qulcken .
Vie Ao 11:00 - 11:30 The Master Genealogis
Windows Applicatans Business Meeting 1:00 - 1:55
WordPerec/DOS 11:00 - 11:55 ActivaX Developars

Business Apps./DAC Easy

Assembly Language Lolus Notes & Domina

Brothars Keeper

1:00 - 1:55 Ctd.
Introduction to tha PC
QuickBooks

1:00 - 2:55
Word {or Windows

2:00 - 2:55
Advanced Programmers

SIC Schedules may be
subject to changes at
the last minute. Pleage
consult the BBS, or the
NTPCUG Web page
(www.ntpcug.org) and
remember to check the
handouts in the IN-
FOMART lobby and at
the NTPCUG Informa-
tion Booth in the Ven-
dor Area for latest SIG
schedules and room lo-
cations.
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October Happenings — From
A September 10 Viewpoinr...

Thus is one of those months where the meefting
date makes writing this column difficult. It's Sep-
tember 10th, 10 days before the September meet-
ing, and I have to write about October!

Markering The NTPCUGC
Multimedia Presentations

Most of the people who come to the Infomart Ven-
dor Area on meeting days don’t know the larger
show is inside, what the NTPCUG is or about the
SIG meetings and presentations taking place in

the rest of Infomart.. The NTPCUG Board of Direc-
tors and officers have embarked on a campaign to
make the Users Group much better known — and
our old “Best kept secret in Dallas” moniker a

relic of the past. You may have seen some of our
efforts at the September meeting.

Marsha Drebelbis and Rose Anne Ellison (of
Corel SIG fame) have been putting together a 15-
minute multimedia presentation about the Users
Group. It should be running at the Users Group
Information Booth in the Vendor Area and also
outside the Auditorium at the Microsoft Tech Tour
presentation in September.

Dennis Rice, Multimedia SIG Leader, is also work-
ing on a multimedia presentation showing the

FREE TRAINING VIDEOS

We need help with the new
Multimedia Rental LIBRARY

Soon NTPCUG will offer
(as a member benefit) rental of training
videotapes, audiotapes and CD’s

Bring your talents to 2 worthwhile
project now in planning stage

The Library Committee needs
Product Reviewers, Libranans, Date Entry,
Booth Stsff, More committee members,
Your donations of training videos and CD's

Contact us NOW|
Deborsh Bean (972) 475-3124
e-msil: themisresowrce({@mymail.net
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benefits of membership in NTPCUG which he
planned to preview at the September Multimedia
SIG. When this is converted to videotape format,
Dennis’ presentation will also be available to ad-
vertise the NTPCUG. [Ed. Note: Please see the
brief article, Video Spectaculars on page 3 for
more detalls.]

Wandering Volunteers & Bookmarks

Rob Alschbach, our Publidty Director, also has
some intriguing new ideas to highlight the Users
Group and he plans to implement them at the Sep-
tember meeting. Look for our volunteers to be
wearing hats and aprons adorned with the
NTPCUG Logo, touting the Users Group to the
public and offering handouts with information
about the Users Group. Not just at the September
meeting, which you may have witnessed, but in
the future also.

Claude McClure, our Volunteer Coordinator, devel-
oped another idea for the September meeting and
those beyond. He has designed a bookmark, to be
inserted in the free give-aways at the Booth. The
bookmark advertises the Users Group and aedits us
for our PC magazine and book recycling program.

Mailing List Rented

From time to time, the Users Group rents its mail-
ing list to computer-related vendors for a single-
time usage. You should have received a mailing
about an event entitled NT Development Summit

97. 1t is scheduled for the last hwo days of Septem-
ber. The User Group received 3250 for the rental.

BBS Service INTerrupTion

On October 18th, Southwestern Bell will be up-
grading the telephone equipment that provides
service to our BBS. They have sent us a letter
wamning us of possible minor interruptions on
that Saturday.

Jim...
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AcTivePRresenter, Version 1.0
ImpRressive Presentation Tool
For the Web, Teleconferences

By Keith Corder

ActivePresenter is a tool for building presenta-
tons and conducting them over the Internet. It
can greatly enhance a conference call meeting be-
tween several parties in different gtes. I can put
a presentation on a Web site, then have other par-
tapants point to the site URL, and as 1 flip
through presentation slides on my computer, the
slides change in their browsers.

In reviewing ActivePresenter, I was very im-
pressed with the quality of the presentations that
1 could kuild. Sofware Publishing Corporation
(SPC) has done a nice job of including plenty of
prebuilt layouts, designs, and color schemes that

Video Specraculars
& ‘Dicey’ Deadlines

Marsha Drebelbis, Rose Anne Ellison and Den-
nis Rice have all been working on Multimedia
presentations to display the benrefits of member-
ship in the North Texas PC Users Group. You
may have seen the presentation created by Drebel-
bis and Ellison at the September 20 meeting. It
nearly didn’t happen as planned.

Original presentation was created by Ellison and
given to Drebelbis to ‘burn’ on a CD/ROM and
convert to videotape for our presentations late.in
the week. As with any new technology, the proc-
ess didn’t go smoothly and Marsha had much dif-
ficulty making her conversion box “talk’ to the
VCR. She discovered the source, faulty connect-
ing cables, but the tapes weren’t finished until
early Saturday moming, September 20, day of the
NTPCUG meeting.

Some members may wonder why presentations
created with PC’s needed to be converted to vide-
otape format if CD/ROMs were available.

Answer is portability. We want to present these
“advertisements” for the NTPCUG in many ven-
ues: trade shows, association meetings, confer-
ences and classrooms. Videotape is the (current)
universal media for such presentations and a
monitor and VCR setup is ubiquitous in these set-
tings.
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I used to quickly build a good-looking presenta-
tion. I put the presentation on a Web server, then
pointed three browsers to the presentation URL.
Conducting the presentation was easy. As I flipped
through my slides, the slide image changed in each
of the browsers with no action required from the
viewer, A person viewing the presentation has the
option of ‘toggling’ the presentation to be seen
either within the browser, or full screen on their
monutor.

Well suited for large & small conferences

The full screen format looks terrific. I think this
product is well suited for both small group confer-
ence calls and large group teleconference-type meet-
ings.

In addition to ‘live’ presentations, ActivePresenter
can publish a presentation in ‘static’ format. This
puts navigation buttons on the presentation, and al-
lows a viewer to walk through the presentation on
a Web site on their own. SPC has several examples
of static presentations on their Web site.

PC’s with multimedia capabilities including sound
cards and speakers sufficient for large rooms,
CD/ROM drives and projectors aren’t (yet). It's a
lot easier for a volunteer to carry a videotape to a
presentation than a PC, speakers and monitor/pro-
jector.

It's also a lot less expensive. Most of the presenta-
Hon/display equipment used at NTPCUG meet-
ings is rented for the day. Cost to rent a VCR and
large monitor is much, much less than a projector,
amplifier and speakers to do the same presentation
via a2 PC.

Reagan Andrews
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AcTivePresenter... Crd. from page 3.

There are three main components to the product,
ActivePresenter, which builds the presentation,
WebShow Publisher, which puts the presentation
on a Web site and controls the slides during a live
presentabon, and a WebShow browser plugin re-
quired to view a presentation. ActivePresenter is a
full-featured presentation (ool that allows you to
build professional quality presentations right out
of the box. WebShow Publisher uses FTP to put
your presentation on a Web Server, and when you
run the presentation gives you navigation buttons
to move through your slides. The WebShow
browser plugin is available for both Microsoft In-
ternet Explorer and Netscape Navigator. It must
be installed by all parties that want to view a live
presentation, and js available for free on the SPC
Web site.

Need 1o work with Webmasten

The product documentation very clearly states
that you need to work closely with your Webmas-
ter to work out your Web server configuration.
You’'ll need to have the Webmaster add a new
MIME type to the Web server to handle the Ac-

Voted "BEST REGIONAL ISP”
by SmartMoney Magazine (May 1997)

BUSINESS CONNECTIVITY

Lan ISDN, Point-to-Point T1, Fractional T3

WEB S\TE HOSTING & MANAGEMENT

Virtual Domain, Sarver Collocation

[CONSULTING |

Firewall Security, Network Design

DIALUP ACCESS

28.8K - 56K analog, 64K-128K ISDN

www.onramp.net, info@onramp.net

1-888-2-ONRAMP
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nvePresenter presentation files. (The files have an
extension of .ap.) You also have to work out the
proper HTTP URL for other people to view your
presentations, and the proper FTP URL for you to
put your presentation on the Web server. This was
the area where I ran into problems. 1 had to take
three or four tries at getting my HITP and FTP
URLs configured correctly. The real problem is
that you specify these values at installation time.
If you get them wrong, you must deinsta}l and
then reinstall the product. SPC really needs to
add a feature to the product for FIP configuration.

AchvePresenter is not the only product that can

create presentations ready for the [nternet. Both

Microsoft PowerPoint 97 and Lotus Freelance

Graphics 97 do a good job of saving presentations t
in HTML format and putling them on a Web serv- &
er. However, they can only do static presentations.
ActivePresenter is different in that it allows you to

conduct live presentations, dynamically changing

the slides that your viewers see.

My suggestion - if you already own PowerPoint
97 or Freelance Graphics 97 - expennment with
those products to see how you like publishing
yous presentations to a Web site. If you don’t al-
ready own a presentation tool that will publish
your presentation as HTML, or if you're convinced
of the value of being able to conduct a live presen-
tation over the Internet, give ActivePresenter a try.

ActivePresenter rgquires Windows 95 or NT 4.0 for
creating presentations, and access to a Web server
for publishing presentations. The browser plugin
for viewing presentations will work with Netscape
Navigator or Microsoft Internet Explorer on the
Windows 3.1, 95, or NT 4.0 operating systems.

ActivePresenter, Version 1.0
Software Publishing Corperation, $99.95
http://www.spco.com

Keith Corder Q,
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Seprember slow? No way since Apple
Makes news at dizzy pace with Jobs,
AnTi-clone-maker decisions and Ner PC

Delayed again! Microsoft announced in September that Windows 98, lat-
est xteratlon of the Windows platform for most of us, will be delayed
until the 2™ quarter of 1998. Lots of sanctimonious Microsoft talk
about wanting to release both the ‘full” and ‘upgrade’ versions simulta-
neously seen in the media. Also see that Win 95 is sdll selling vary,

very well at this ime. Don’t know if the two are somehow related, or

if the beta sent out to 10k users revealed more problems (bugs) than Ms-
crosoft thought could be successfully ‘cured’ by the last, 1 quarter ship-
ping announcement.

Apple really big sTory
IN Seprember moves
As Jobs 1akes Helm

Apple, Apple, Apple and more Apple Computing this month. I'd
hate to think Apple is doing all this on purpose, but, then, Jobs js
back and all thus craziness provides pretty good copy for the col-
umnn. Yes, Jobs is really back and now has a real bitle — intenm
CEO of Apple Computer, Inc. That was a late September develop-
ment.

Most interesbing aspects are what’s happening to the once-vaunted tri-
umvirate composed of Apple, IBM and Motorola. Seems to be flying
apart at the seams with Jobs/Apple apparently loosening the ties that
bound them all together.

revolutionize the industry. Al
this to really loud (110 4B+) Rock
music, but such unity was awe-m-
spuing.

Back to COMDEX/Fall ‘973,
Prosise of Comperition
Berwean RISCs & Invel

Takes me back to COMDEX/Fall
'3 and the Power PC Pavilion
where we saw Apple, TBM and
Motorola all extolling the new
Power PC CPU and the wondrous
consortium they had formed to

Four years ATER...

What a difference four years
makes. Last month has been
filled with various media reports
on the activities of a Jobs-led, Ap-
ple Computer Company Board of
Directors. Frankly, I don’t really
understand most of the moves
and those I do understand don't
seem to have any real direction.

First was the decision on Apple’s
(really Steve Jobs) part to greatly
increase licensing fees for the
“tepid” new OS 8 release of the
Madntosh operating system, fol-
lowed by stated intention to
deny their much delayed Rhap-
sody OS to the done makers at
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all. That may not be all bad —
since Rhapsody ts rumored to be
Lttle more than 2 “port” of the
NeXT operating system from Ap
ple’s recent acquisition of NeXT
from Steve Jobs.

Sinking Ships
Results of the Jobs’ interventions

are a bLittle less than awe inspir-
ing. That's putting things muldly.

Apple agreed to buy the Power
PC Computer Co., who were ru-
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mored to be ready to jump ship
for the Wimntel platform. Powet
Computing was seing lukewarm
demand for the Macintosh, and
figured entering the Wintel camp
might help volume. Apple
couldn’t stand the competiion in
the Mac arena and offered a Jot
of cash (hope it isn’t Apple stock)
to get back the market share Ap-
ple lost as result of pricing differ-
entals.

MoTtomola deparys Mac

Camp RATHER Than pay

Apple’s licensing Fees

Motorola announced they would
rather take a substantial write-off
($95 million) than continue pro-
ducing Power PC powered ma-
chines in light of Apple’s licens-
ing stand. This is surprising
since Motorola produces the
RISC-based CPU and has in-
vested significantly in the plat-
form.

IBM ~oT far behind

IBM, third member of the triad,
is also rumored to be ready to
make a similar announcement as
result of the licensing costs and
their vision of the platform'’s fu-
ture with current state of affairs
at Apple.

InTel wins all Around

Apple-IBM-Motorola consortium
Jooked like the best bet to put
some real pressure on Intel in
1593. Intel appears to win by de-
fault in all this. Of all the RISC
“hopefuls”, only DEC’s Alpha
and the Power PC are left after Mi-
crosoft announced they were no
longer interested in the MIPS
CPU platform and Sun really
isn’t interested in furthering Win-

dows NT's spread for that mafter.

Of course, there’s the H-P - Intel
consortium working on the next
“super” CPU to succeed the Pen-
tium platform. MIPS may be a
different story since they de-
signed a super CPPU for hand-
held PC’s running Windows CE
OS and are a major player in this
domain.

Welcome Winrel
& Hello, losT cavses

Former Macintosh cloners are an-
nouncang they will jump into the
Wintel PC competition and Ap-
ple seems headed for oblivion of
a very small “niche” market that

will be supported by a declining
base of developers.

Already see UMAX ads for Win-
tel PC’s in the media. Can
Tatung be far behind?

Couple all this with recent com-
ments/speculation fostered by
Jobs that Apple is interested m
entering the Network PC market,
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possibly at the urging of Ralph
Ellison of Oracle who is sdll try-
mg to drum-up support for any
non-Wintel platform that might
sting Microsoft and Intel.

Talk about jouskng at wind mills.
Apple can’t build a pricecompet:-
tive Power PC Macintosh (clob-
bered by the ¢Joners) and now
wants t0 enter an even more corm-
petitive, thin margin arena’

Somé INTERESTING spEculaTioa:

¥ Just how far will Microsoft
go to keep Apple alive and
the FTC at bay?

¥ How loudly is Scott
McNealy, SUN CEQ, laugh-
ing at this turn of evenks
since Apple decided SUN
wasn’t a suitable buyer?

® Will Oracle’s Ralph Ellison
hang around long enough to
pick up the pieces of Apple
at Chapter 11, bargain-base-
ment prices?

¥ What would Reagan give to
be a ”fly on the wall” at Ap-
ple BOD meetings for the
next several months?

No sews from AMD,
Sose Frd-Paaty news
About Cyrix 6x86 CPUs

Since we're focused on CPU’s
what’s the future for AMD and
Cyrix look like this month? Ha-
ven't seen any significant press
releases on the AMD Ké chips,
nor speculation about a passible
266MH2 CPU announcement this
month. Do know AMD is crank-
ing out the CPU'’s as fast as they
can, but haven’t seen anything
about the role of FAB 25 yet.
(May be looking at the wrong me-
dia for this area, corne to think of
it.)

Cyrix, on the other hand is gener-
ating lots and lots of rumors
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about the 6x86 M2 (MMX) CPU
chips, including rumored
266MHz and 300MHz versions
due for release sometime in Jaru-
ary or so. This is all through
third-party sources and may be
wishful thinking or smoke & mur-
rors. Also hearing lots of nimors
that earlier (MT1) 6x86 CPU’s are
finding their way to vendors at
very Jow prices,

There’s a caution here for bargain-
huntng consumers. Early Cyrix
6x86 CPU’s (pre-revision 2.7) that
have some significant problems
with heating and Windows NT.
Cyrix had a replacement pro-
gram for these chips, but a lot
may have fallen through the
aacks only to show up now at ri-
diculous prices

As usual, Caveat Emptor should
rule here.

About rhest super-fast
CPU's and compurens
In The ‘aeal” PC wonrlid

T like the idea of really fast com-
puters. But, ] don’t spend my
money on the latest and fastest
CPU powered machines. There
are several good reasons for this
deasion on my part.

What's ‘real’ speed?

First is reality of speed. Ispend
most of my computing time writ-
ing — that means my PC spends
99% of its ime wailing for me 10
strike a key [do some graphics
and page layout, but ['m not try-
ing to marupulate mult-gigabyte
graphics files most of the dme. If
| were an animator or graphic art-
ist malding my living from such
manipulations, I could jusiify the
cost differential — maybe.

is spexd worTth cos1?

Here’s why: Price increase be-
tween an MIX CPU rated at
166MHz and 200MHz is about
$120. User will see about a 5% in-
crease in performance. Move to
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a 266MHz Pentium O CPU and
the differentizl in price is almaost
$700. But, performance is 30% in-
creased at besi. Most of the tima,
it will be much less. Blame the
CPU vendors for this apparent
paradox, it’s all in the numbers.

Nusmbers game v. reality
Of Typical bus speeds and

VO prformance Trends

Culprits are bus speed, 1/0 eff;-
ciency and type of computing in-
volved. Vendors are accurately
reporting speed within the CPU,
but not reporting bus speed and
impact on I/0. Most PC’s are
stll using a 60MHz or 66MFz
bus.

Cyrix kicked this up to 7SMHz
on some of their CPU’s, but the
support chups may be operating
out of spec. at this speed. Add
the impact of 83MHz and
100MHz bus speeds proposed
and the support chip vendors
may have a hard time keeping
pace. Thus is a growing concern
since Intel supposedly has the
best support chips, but they are
only rated at the 66MHz bus
speed common for Intel CPU’s.

"Speed” we see is really 1/0
spead, i.e, faster video cards and
SCSI disk systems that can {eed
data faster than the standard
EIDE bus. Remember, the PCT
bus runs at I3MH2 and any effi-
cendes vendors can produce are
still bound by this limit (now.)

Fuyure will be fasvem

Expect much faster /O in the fu-
ture, but at a premiwmn price
similar to that we see now in

CPU’s.

Sun v. Everybody in sTRugGLE
Owvin ‘Java’ standards with
InTel, DEC, MicrosoFr & Compag

Remember all the ballyhoo over
the “open” [ava standard? Sun
Microsystems, Inc., proposed
Java as an open, platform inde-
pendent (read that non-Microsoft-
controlled) programming lan-
guage that would cast off the
shackles of the Wintel hegemony.

That was then (last year) and this
‘now’ i5 Sun’s refusal to relin-
quish ownership of Java to an in-
ternabional standards body pro-
posed by Intel, Digital Equip-
ment Corporation (DEC), Mi-
crosoft and Compaq Computer
Corp. The Wall Street Journal de-
seribed Sun’s dedision in a Sep-
tember 12 article that reported
Sun’s desire to condnue owner-
ship via its JavaSoft unit as a
“steward” of the language. Sun
states they want to make Java an
international open standard “as
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opposed to a dosed, proprietary
one,” according to the W§J.

Sun wanTs ‘Pure Java’ while
Microsofr arques need For
Windows-friendly’ lanquage

Language is key here. Sun and
Micosoft are in a very heated
struggle over Java and its stand-
ard form(s) and are using the
arena of the press and trade
shows as their battleground. At
stake are directions Windows im-
plementations of Java will take in

the future as well as Sun’s contn-
ued control over the name.

Sun has mounted an extensive
and expensive campaign pushing
“pure Java” as the standard.
“Pure Java” really doesn’t work
that wel] on the Windows plat-
form, Living up to (or down to)
its reputation for slow operations.

Microsoft, according to WS], has
created its own Java technology
in response to the reported poor
performance on systems running
under Windows. Makes sense to
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Micrasoft (and others) but is seen
by Sun’s allies as “violating the
spirit of Java.” If this sounds like
some sort of religious struggle,
you’re not too far off the mark.
Programrming languages and
hasrdware “icons” seem to attract
this sort of adulation among de-
voted followers convinced in the
truth, light and beauty of their
convichons.

Developers are left in the middle.
Sun wants “pure Java” without
interference and developers see
need for better Windows perform-
ance “Windows-(riendly” ver-
sions. Best advice? Walk softly
when you're in a strange land
among hostile giants.

Reagan Andrews

TOASTERS.,.

If IBM made toasters.—

They would want oae big loaster
where people briog bread to be sub-
mitted far overnight toasting. IBM
would claim a worldwide market for
five, maybe six toasters.

If Xerox made toasters.-

You could toast one-sided or double-
sided. Suceessive slices would get
lighter and lighter. The twaster would
jam your bread for you.

If Radio Shack made toasters...
The staff would sell you a woaster,
but nol know anything about it. Or
you could buy all the pans to buiid
your own toaster.

If Oracle made toasters...

They'd claim their toaster was com-
patible with all brands and styles of
bread, but when you got it home
you'd discover the Bagel Engine was
still in developmeat, the Craissant
Extension was three years away, and
that indeed the whole appliance was
just blowing smoke.

IF Sun made toasters..
The toast would bum often, but you
could get a really good cuppa Java.

Does DEC sti)l make toasters?...
They made good toasters in the "80s,
didn't they?

If Hewlett-Packard made toasters...
They would market the Reverse Po)-
ish Toaster, which takes in toast and
gives you regular bread.

If Thinking Machines made foast-
ers...

You would be able o toast 64,000
pieces of bread at the same time.

If Cray made loasters...

They would cost $16 my)lion but
wovuld be faster than any other single-
shce waster in the wotld.

[f SGI made {oasters...

It would make the bread look like it
was toasted. [t could also transform
rye to wheat and add whatever kind
of spread you could imagine, and it
woulgd slyly imply eredit for making
the loaf of bread in the first place.

If Sony made toasters..,

The ToastMan, which would be
barely larger than the single piece of
bread it is meant 10 toast. can be con-
veniently attached 10 your belt.

And. of course--

If Microso(t made (oasters..
Every time you bought a loaf of
bread, you would have to buy
10aster. You wouldn't have 1o take

the waster, but you'd sult have to
pay for it anyway. Toaster '95
would weigh 15,000 pounds (hence
reguiring 2 reinforced steel counter-
top). draw enough elecmicity to
power a small city, take up 95% of
the space in your kitchen, would
claim (o be the first toastey what lets
you conmrol how light or dark you
want your 10ast (0 be, and would se-
crelly interrogase your other appli-
ances 1o find out who made them.
Everyone would hate Microsoft toast-
ers, but nonetheless would buy them
since most of the good bread only
warks with their toasters.

What if Apple made toasters?

The toaster wovld be really easy to
use for people who did not want Mi-
¢rosoft toasters. But, it would occa-
sionally freeze the bread for no rea-
son. Then, you'd have 10 restar the
toaster, ejecting the bread with a pa-
per clip. Next, you'd have to restan
the toaster with the darkness exten-
sion twmed off, just to find out
what's wrong, and you’d bum your
toast, because you couldn’t do any-
thing. Then you would eventvally
vpgrade 10 a Microsofl 10aster.

Submitled By Patrick Dryden
Computerworld senior editor
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DOM Disks Released In September

Note: All of these disks are distributed on 1.44M disk only

Disk 1115AB. Activity Book
1.02, (7/97) - Pre—school educa-
Gonal program

Disk 1116. S5peakOut! for Win-
dows 3.102.1, (1/97) - Write
U.S. Congress

Digk 1117AB. Global Chal-
lenge 1.03, (7/97) - Bduca-
tonal Geography Gama
Winss

Disk 1118. Perny Penguin‘s
Math Bingo 2.5, (9/$7) - Edu-
cational Math Game

Disk 1115AB. Actinity Book
1.02, (7/97) - Pre-school educa-
bHonal program

Actvity Book 1.02, Jim Al-
lison, RR2 Box 44 East

Road, Bennington VT

05201, Registration Fee:
$18.00

Play a series of four activi-
ties with Acovity Book , a

. collection of multimedia ac-
Hvities for children and
adults. The four activities
that make up the program
are Coloring, Nitebrite, Dot
to Dots, and Fun with Math.
The program is easy o use,
and fun for small children.
The rmakers of Activity Book
have other modules that can
be added to the base pro-
gram. When you register
ihe shareware, you gel o se-
lect an addiBonal four-page
module. Definitely a fun
pastime for kids of pre-
school /kindergarten age.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95.

To install the program,
make 2 directory on your
hard disk, unzip the files to
that directory, and "run" or
"start’ SETUP.COM.

Prepared by Gene Carlgton

This software was down-
loaded from the ZD-Net In-
ternel site by Mark Gruner,
This README prepared
2D-Net & Mark Gruner, ed-
ited by Gene Carleton.

Disk 1226. Speak Out{ for Win-
dotos 3.1 921 (1/97) - Wrile
U.S. Congress

SpeakOut! for Windows 3.1
v2.1, Laser Pojnt, SpeakOut!
Registration, PO. Box 2378,
Watsonville, CA 95077, Reg-
istration Fee: $19.95

SpeakOut! autormates the
process of speaking out to
the U.S. Congress. Use its
database to choose and filter

you. Recipient groups can
be retained for future use,
and phone numbers for
some representatives are in-
cluded. Your dakebase is up-
dated through the author’s
Web site. A tutorial is in-
cluded, but SpeakQOut! is
easy to understand and use.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Windows 3.1 or Windows95.

To install the program,
make 2 directory on yowr
hard disk. This disk must
be in the A: drive. Go to the
RUN cormumnand and copy
this disk to ‘yourdir’.

New Disks

from T/I

individuals, cormmittee
groups, parties, and so on.
then enter a letter {0 express
your opinion about an issue.
SpeakOut! not only does 2
mail-merge 10 print the let-
ters but can generate ad-
dress labels to your reapi-
emts and retum labels for

PDOM Souvad

UINNUD) HUvIAl AG

YOURDIR is the dicectory
you just created.

Next, stl at the RUN com-

mand, type the following:
SETUP

This software was down-

loaded from the ZD-Net In-
ternet site by Mark Gruner.
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This README prepared by
ZD-Net & Mark Gruner, ed-
tled by Gene Carleton.

Disk 1117AB. Global Chal-
lenge 1.03, {7/97) - Educa-
tional Geography Game
winds

Global Challenge 1.03, Cas-
coly Software, 4528 36th
Ave. NE, Seattle WA 98105,
{nternet: steve@cascoly.com,
Registraton Fee: $20.060

Global Challenge is a first-
rate educational tool in-
tended to help teach geogra-
phy and geographical facts
through a series of quizzes.
(t offers a challenging leam-
ing envisonment where you
decide how easy or difficult
to make the game. As you
progress through each quiz,
the program remembers
your responses and tailors
future games to suit your
skdll level. Over a trillion
possible question combina-
tions are offered, covering
about 250 countries, in more
than 2 dozen informatonal
categories. No matter how
often you play, it's doubtful
you’ll ever see the same ex-
act question twice. Particu-
Jar countries can also be in-
cluded by changing the diffi-
culty level. The shareware
version limjts the quizzes to
five categocies: Popuation,
Rebgions, Languages, Capi-
tals, and Flags. Registration
removes this limitation.
Global Challenge will defi-
aitely make learning geogra-
phy enjoyable.

SYSTeM REQUIREMENTS:
Windows 55.

To instzll the program,
make a directory on your
hard disk. This disk must
be in the A: drive. Go to the
RUN comvnand and copy
this disk to 'youwrdir’.
YOURDIR is the directory
you just created.
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Next, still at the RUN com-
mand, type the following:

ASSPLICE A: C\yourdir

Splice will expand the file
SETUPEXE and copy it to
"yourdir”.

After the file has been cop-
ied, go to 'yourdir’ and type
SETUP in the RUN com-
mand block.

Thus software was down-
Joaded from the ZD-Net [n-
temet site by Mark Gruner.
This README prepared by
ZD-Net & Mark Gruner, ed-
ited by Gene Carleton.

Disk 1118. Penny Penguin’s
Math Bingo 2.5, (9/97) - Bduo-
cational Math Game

Penny Penguin’s Math
Bingo, LatticeWork Soft-
ware, PO. Box 362, La-
{ayette Hill, PA 19444, Regis-
tration Fee: $9.95 + $3.00
S/H

Penny Penguin’s Math
Bingo challeages children to
solve basic math problems.
It is a multimedia game de-
signed to teach addition,

subiraction, multiplication,
and division. Using cute
animations and sound ef-
fects, this Bingo-like game
pits a single player against
Penny Penguin o a second
player. If the answer ap-
pears on your Bingo card s
you solve prablems, you
can fill in that square with a
bingo chip. The first player
to complete a row wins,
This evaluation version lets

you choose numbey recogru-

tion ar basic additon. Reg-
istration adds modules for
subtracton, multiplication,
and division. As in regular
Bingo, you might have to
wait a while for 2 numbert
thal appears on your card.
Thus is not a fast-paced
game, but if you're looking
for a low-key math game
without pressuse, this is a
good one to try.

Thus disk contains both a
Win9S version (32-bit)
named PPMBI5.ZIP and a
Windows 3.1 versjon (16-
bit) named PPMB31.ZIP.
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
Windows 3.1 or Windows
95 a5 appropriate and a
sound card.

This software was down-
loaded from the ZD-Net In-
ternet site by Mark Gruner.
This README prepared
ZD-Net & Mark Gruner, ed-

To install the program, cre- ited by Gene Carleton.

ate a directory on your hard
disk, unzip the appropriate
ZIP file to that directory,
and run or start IN-
STALL.EXE.

Calling all ShareWare & FreeWare!
Volunteer... And Get Paid for a job
Well Done!

Each monlth, the NTPCUG DOM (Disk of the Month) has an
on-going rieed lo ind new shareware disks for the following
month. The best way for this fo happen is when our members
VOLUNTEER to downlocad new shareware programs. You
may have found a rew shareware p on a local BBS or
the [nternet, copied one from a CD-ROM disk you own, pur-
chased a new disk from ansther shareware vendor or you may
have a favorite shareware utility that makes your computing
simpler each day.

VOLUNTEER to share it with us!l

Your NTPCUG is z2n organization founded and run with
volunteer effort and spint. What better way to support
our Users Group than to volunteer to donate some share-
ware disks {rom time to time? 3end one a month...or
five! We encourage Kou to donate something each
month; it's amazing what ane or rwo donations can add
up to over a month's time!! [t takes so little time and we
can use your assislance.

Thece are two easy ways to VOLUNTEER and deliver your
shareware to the DOM. First, you can deliver your dona-
tion on an old disk and drop it olf at the DOM booth dus-
ing our oonthly meeting date. (The DOM booth is located
in the &r right corner of the basement area during the com-
puter vendor show.) 1f you prefer the "High Tech” method,
you can attach a zipped shareware file to a private E-Mail
masaaie (put it to my attention) on the TBBS board and i
will take st from there. This 1s an easy and enjoyable way o
VOLUNTEER each month and it only takes a {ew rninufes.

README Help available

Furthermore, if you have 2 problem preparing 2
README file, don’t despair...ask me for help and I'll
pitch in to assist you! You don’t have to be an avihor
or techaical writey!

Come on.. pitch in... VOLUNTEER today! If you're new
to our group and don‘t understand shareware, | espe-
cially leok forward to speaking with YOU!

Mark Gruner
DOM Squad Leader
(972) 564-8147
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Selectec

News and meeting notes of
(Material for this column should be sent to

ecial Interest Groups
PCUG BBS SIG Upload Area ov to

Connie Andrews, Special Interest Group Editor, before the 10th of the month)

Access SIG

In October, Larry Linson will present
a review and demonsmradoo of the To-
10 Access SourceBook from FMS, lac. -
the best selling source eode Library for
Access Developers, available in ver-
sions for Access 2, 95, and 97. We all,
over ume, find thal we do the same
functions from project (o project, and
save some time by copying code from
one database to avother, Ths useful
product makes that much easier: it con-
tains VBA code 1o perform a wide
range of funcoons that developecs may
need (much that we may not have our-
selves encountered on other projects)
from controlling the Access environ-
weat 10 using the Windows API func-
tions, a powerful Code Browser (o find
and access that code, and 2 versanle
Code Repository - you can add your
own code or modify and resave apy of
the supplied code, (0o.

Another review of an FMS, Inc. prod-
vct js plananed for November: Total Ac-
cess Companents - Custom Controls
for Mzcm:oﬁ Access. This product,

100, is available in versions for Access
2,95, and 97. The Access 95/97 ver-
sion contains 27 cusiom (AcuveX) con-
trols for a variety of purposes. You
can use them o create forms and re-
poris that some might call fancy, but I'd
call user-fnendly; iwprove data display
and data inpul; enhance the funcaonal-
ity of your forms; incorpocate mulasme-
dta effects; and easjly incorporate Win-
dows feamures such as managing the
clipboard, INT files, a professional
About Box, the copymon dialogs, and
even the system registry. Larty Linson
will demonsirate and discuss selected
components,

Coming in December, “The Greal Crys-
tal Reports Demo and Developer Prod-
uct Giveaway™ -- a joint producton of
the Delphi, Access, and ActveX SIGs.
We*)l be drawiag for a copy of Crystal

Changes:

FROM THE S1G COORDINATOR
The fotlowing are changes/additiong/ngeds thal the NTPCUG has made lo the SIG's.

— C++ Language (Formarly C++ /Advanced & /Beginhing)
(Conlact Howard Harkness)

Groups Looking for Help In Leading thelr SIGs:
— Introduction to the PC (Contact Alex Ulley @ (972) 517-7430 hj

— Vigual 8asle {Contact Jim Caner @ (972) 235-5968 h)
— Dallas Corel {Cantact Marsha Drebalbis (214) 951-0266)
— Hardware Salutions [Camacl Chatles Miller (303} 238-4220 h)

[  The requirements for forming a SIG are:
| Leadership — atlgast one indwidual willing to lead the 816, and an assistant.

k Membership — al least elghl individuzls willing to attend tha SIG falry consisiently.
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Commumcan’ons
Alan Brosz... (9?2) 54&7928 h

Birl Smnh

NirsEEsssrrsemrmaEnreyannTan




North Texas PC NEWS

Repors Pro and, al keas), a capy of
VBS5 Pro, maybe even a complewe Mi-
crosoft Visual Studio Pro. Look here
and in the Delphi SIG Noies for de-
tails, as they are firmed up.

Larry says, “T need a break. How about
volunteering as a guest speaker”” Any
subject related 1o Aceess is of interest,
whether for beginners or more ad-
vanced users: tutonals on fearures of
any version of Mcrosoft Access, re-
views of books about Access, or Ac-
cess-related product reviews. Let any of
the SIG leaders know if you are willing
to speak.

Berween meetings, check out our focal
MS ACCESS message conference on
the NTPCUG BBS (clectronic bullenn
board system). Telephone numbers are
inside the bark cover of this issue. It's
where we ask and answer quesugns,
post sampje code, and keep wd touch be-
tween monthly meetings.

We look forward to secing you at the
Octaber meeting. Come join us!

Larry Linson

AcriveX Applicarion Develop-
ers SIG

Our October speaker is Jim Hart, one
of the leaders of the VB S1G and an ac-
Gve parucipant in & number of others
(did you see his Recommended Tip in
the Corel section of the Sepiember is-
sue of the PC News?). Jim will tell vs
about an applicadon that he's done us-
ing ActveX/OLE technology to com-
bine Visoal Basic, Microsoft Word, and
Excel. Jym has spoken to the Access
SIG ip the past and his presentanon
was very well received.

In November, Glynn Brooks will
speak about his use of ActiveX Docu-
ments for sicple dismibutbon of soft-
ware over an lotranet or over the [n-
erpet Members who call the
NTPCUG BBS may have seea a num-

111111

ber of Glynn's iaformative and useful
messages Wbere. We're rzally leolong
forward 10 his presentation,

Coming in Decermber, “The Great Crys-
ta} Repons Demo and Developer Prod-
vet Giveaway” -- a joint prodoction of
the Delphi, Aceess, and ActiveX SIGs.
We'll be drawing (or a copy of Crysial
Reponts Pro and. 21 least, a copy of
VBS5 Pro, maybe even a complete Mi-
crosoft Visual Siudio Pro. Those will
be nice Chnstmas presents, won'! they?
Look here and in the Delphi SIG notes
for derails, as Utey ace fimed vp.

The ActiveX Applicadop Developers
SIG addresses issues of developing ap-
plications under the Component Object
Moade! (COM) using ActiveX Controls
and other AcdaveX components. We
sti)] ask and answer a few quesbons
about Open Database Connecoon
(ODBC) technalogy, too. As hot as the
Tnternet 15, our topics aren’t necessanly
about “Tnternerting”, since ActiveX con-
vols work aqually well on the desktop
and in cliepV/server environmentcs.
That’s on¢ of the atractive fearures;
one type of control, usable in many en-
vironménts.

Come join us in Ociaber, and keep on
comyng in the future. We'll do our bes
to make it interesting and producnve
for you.

Larry Linson
Assemblen SIG

Ouwr September presentation was on
Winl2 Asscrobler Programming. In
spile of the Microsoft acovities, we had
3 respectadle crowd on hand. Win32
programming, with it’s flst model ad-
dress space, is 2 prograsmunec's delight.
There are some fearures in the Win32
AP] that are extreme)y usefu) - such as
memory mapped fues. The APIs, while
being ' C cenlric’, are accessibie to pro-
grammers using any Janguage. from As-
sembler 10 Visual Basic.
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Si¢ LEADER LISTING

Legend: h = Home #, w = Work &
M = Metro #
Datlés Corel
Marsha Drebeibis (214) 961-0266
Susan BIggs....... (214) 340-7794

DOS/ Operating Systems
Jim Hoisington ... (872) 416-3101 h
Reagan Andrews (214) 828-0699 h

Delphi =
Fred Williams ...... (872) 492-1315
Tom Browning ..... (214) 692-9784 h

Frank Cavallito.... (872) 423-9221

Desktop Publishing
Mark Stuertz........ (214) 528-5311 h

Emerging Computer Technologies
Dick Vedder ........(817) 481-6457 w
Lynn PeIBrson wc..ccc.issmsusnre ;
Walter Johnston .. (972) 612-0604 h

FoxPro & =
Kevin Whita......... (972) 383-5211 w

Genealogy - General o
Al Sanford............ (972) 278-7888 h

Genealogy - Brother's Keeper
Neil Sunderiand .. (972) 272-28638 h

~ Gonealogy - PAF

Jos Waldrop........ (817) 498-5856 h

Genealogy - Roots Il / IV

John Wylie.......... (872) 495-4410 h
 Genealogy - The Master Genealogist
- Jari Stade ..........(972) 306-1596 h

A Y e (B72) 917-3917 W

Neal Berkowitz..... (972) 475-7463 h
e (O72) ATE-3128 W

' Hardware Solutions

Chartes Miller ...... (903) 938-4220 h

Ralph Beaver.......(817) €24-9530 h
Gary Johnson......(972) 938-0344 h
internet-Beginner

Tom O'Keefe....... (972} 247-8812 h

Doug Gorrie ........(972) 618-80D2 h

csvsraimemnnennses (214) 464-4568 W

Erik Leaseburg....(817) 265-7550 hM
Internet-Advanced

Tom O'Keefe.......(972) 247-8812 h
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51G LEADER LISTING

Legend: h = Home #, w = Work &
M = Metro #
inlerﬁet—Advanued Cid.
Dnug Gortie........ (972) 618-8002 h
e P (214) 484-4568 w
Enk Leaseburg . (817) 265-7550 hM

lnlernet-WEB Developers _
 Mark Camp......... (214) 583-9012 w

David Maxwell .... (214) 977-7584 w
Ay S -..s (972) 209-6205 h
Introduction to the PC

Alex Lilley ........... (972) 517-7430 h

............................ (972) 960-4276 w

Bob Russell ........ (972) 422-4269 h
Investors _

Dick Richtman ... (972) 437-0322 h
JAVA : :

An English .......... (972) 567-2253

' _!,otus-'Notes_&_ Domino
- BJ. Shultz .......... .

.MS Word for W‘ndaws - :\"

~ Beverly Kurtin
Jan Fatton .......... (903) 88

...................

Bob Rice....

Microsoft Froanaga s '
Robert Masters... (972) 462-7490 hw
Jeff Cooper...

Microsoft Networldng ,

Bruce Wynn........ 972) 335-2507 h
- (972) 756-7832 w
Rlchard MiloS.... (214) 767-7315 w

........... vnrneneenns (972) 296-5356

Microsoft Visual
Art English ...

MultiMedia
Dennts Rice ........ J

Networking
Mike Momen..... (972) 238-1244 h
....... _ (972) 915-2158 w
Leroy Tennison
Francis Bright

Paradox .
Tom Browning .... (214} 692-9784 h
Fred Willlams...... (972) 492-1315 h
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As noted last praviausly, our topic in
October will be on the Year 2000 im-
pact on PC's. We hope to see you in
October - as usual, suggestions for fu-
ture presentauons are always welcome.

Frank Cavallito

C++ Language SIG

The Beginnes’s C++ SIG and the Ad-
vanced C/C++ are being combined into
a single SIG, which will be called the
C-++ Language SIG, and will meet at
noon. The new SIG leader is Howard
Harkness. The peneral format wall be
approximately a one-half how presenta-
tion on the C++ language, followed by
a Q& A session, with occasional presen-
tations by guest speakers. Sugpestions
for fopics may be sent to hark-
ness@skeplics.org.

Howard Harkness

Dallas Corel SIG

Font Management and the World of
PDF

We are pleased that Shelly Baker frorg
Adobe Systems has accepted our invita-
Bon 10 speak at our October Program.
She will present Adobe Type Manager
4 and also Adobe Acrobar 3. A19:00
am. she will be in Rm. 7007 with our
S1G 10 show Adabe Type Manager. We
will adjovmn at 10:00 a.m. to the furst
floor Main Auditorium for her presenta-
\ion of Accobat there, since we expect
s0 many wilt want 10 join us. Draw-
ings for free products will be held each
hour, Have your NTPCUG member-
ship card handy.

You probably Joaded Adobe Type Man-
ager (ATM) from your Venrora 7 CD. Sf
you didn’t already have version 4.0.
Perhaps you even vpgraded 10 ATM De-
luxe sa you can enjoy all the fearures.
We Carel software users have access (o
zillions of fants and need all the help
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we can gel 10 manage them efficienuy.
ATM is a utility designed for that
Even if you use only a few fonis op a
regular basis. yov need ATM for rastes-
izing screen fonts for Type 1. Bring
your font management questions for
Shelly.

Use of the Intemmet has brougbt more
awareness of Adobe Acrobat and it
.PDF files. Acrobal is a fast way to
publish any document on 2n Inaanes,
the Web, or CD-ROM. You use Acro-
bat 1o creale, enhance and read Poruable
Documenl Format (PDF) documens.

A document converted o PDF is cross-
platform and it retains the look and lay-
out of Lhe original, ragardless of the sys-
lem it)s read on. You enhance .PDF
documnents by addiag interactivity such
as links, forms and movies. Passward
protect your files, too. The Acrobas
Reader is disaibuted free of charge.
Pretty neat, huh? Check it out in Octo-
ber.

IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
& PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Cacling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontano, Canada
K1Z 8R7

“7Techrycal Support Repre-
sentahves.............c...... 800-818-1848

<Gl Release, CD-Rom onjy{latest
“fixes” and patches for Corel prod-
ucts)
... 800-772-6735

¥Cuslomer Service Repraent—atives
.. 800-772-6735

':'JVAN (Interachve Voice Answer-
ing Network)............. 613-728-19%0

424 Hour Autormated Fax System
..613-728-0826 Ext.3080

“%Technical port hours are 4AM
1o 8PM (E?Dpexcludmg holidays

“>To obtain aur catalocg)'ue please re-
quest document #2000
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September Program in Review

If all weat as expected, professional
presentabons creator and SIG member
Rose Anpe Ellison demonstmated how
to create a mulitmedia presentabon
with the aew Presentadons 8 module,
found in Corel WordPerfect Suite 8.
The content of her presentation show-
cased NTPCUG for the purpose of en-
ocing new membets 10 join. ILwill be
shown cach month in the Vendor Area
on the fisst floor. Since the October
pewsletter deadline is prior to the Sep-
tember meeBng, more will follow on
this in oext month's issue.

CorelDRAW Seminars and
Boot Camps

Unleashed Productions (that’s our
friends Foster Coburn and Peter
McConnick, authors of Corel DRAW
7. The Official Gulde) presenls one-day
or 3-day intensive CorelDRAW erain-
ing. For the 1998 schedule ia vanions
U.S. cities, call 1-800-736-8973 or
visit hrtp://www. unleash.com.

Recent Programs at Dallas Carel SIG
1997:

Janvary - Web page design wich Corel
Web.Graphics Svite

Febrvary - Photo Retouchirg in Corel-
PHOTO-PAINT 7

Doifas Corel Is A 8IG Of North Texos PC Users Group

March - VENTURA 7 Demonstration

Apnl - CorelDRAW 7 & PHOTO-
PAINT 7 in real world uses

May - Corel SIG Members Showcase
Their Work

June - Productivity in DRAW 5,6 & 7
July - Core]DREAM 3-D 7

Augus( - Core! Corporation presented
WebMaster Suite, Lumsere and Click
& Create

September - Presentations 8
Marsha Drebelbis

Delpki SIG

Now that the big Microsoft event has
come and gone, we will be able to gel
back 10 looking deeper into Delphi 3.0.
Seems like [ am always finding some-
thing new and amazing each time I
open Delphi 3.0. Al this and consider-
ing 1 have oot even anempted o use
any of the really bleeding edge stuff
like Active X controls.

I was really locking for a way out of
software development before Delphi. |
now £nd it is once again fun and inter-

esting ro solve problems without spend-

ing way too much effont dealing with
inferfaces.

Been dealing with a
hand held bar code
scan gun on one of my
current projects.
Seems this litde hum-
mer 15 a 386 DOS-
based systern thal even
has a PCMCILA slot
for adding cither a
flash or CMOS mem-
ory card. Can’t use
Delphi for thai one.
Bummer!
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51G LEADER LISTING

CONTINUE D
Legend: h = Home #, w = Work # -
M = Metro # -
Programmenrs
Jim Hoisingtor..... (972) 4163101 h
QuickBooks : '
 Dave Guier........(817) 429-7417 h

senmasirmsre

.(817) 265-1618 w

- - .n
W. L. Harms .. .....{972) 291-7616 h
Phil Faulkner ., '._.'iﬁ?z) 239-0561 h

..{214) 654-6610 w

SpreadsheoUSpre Dev

. Mark Gruner.........(972) 964-8174 h
e, {9?2) 605—84471#:___ :

SaL Serve( i
Ada Finigan .... - Tl
Steven DeSalvo...(872) 7162684
Jonn Penaska.....(972) 431-3978
Erin Welker.......

(972) 462:6033

Visual Baslc

(9?2) 475-3:24 w o

Deborah Bean .....(972) 475-7463 h

...,(972'}':47_5.-3'1'24 wo
WordPoarfsct ! DOS - j

Dawn Hopkins .....(972) 613-8815 h

............................. .(214) 343-6500 w
WOrdPe:fecu Wlndm

Cindy Adams ...... . (B17) 461 1300 WM.
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The scan gun has been interestng since
I am once egain back where you have
10 worry about seriously hinited 1e-
sources Plus. it is spil amazing ta
press the on/off button on the scan gun
and see the DOS ¢: prompt display on
the fitle LCD screen! All this is
housed in a package abgut twice the
size of your average cell phone.

But what's al) that got to do with Del-
phi? Scems very few single-language,
single-pladfarm projects 40 much ta in-
lerest me, so I'm always rurniag up
some cock that has something just a lit-
Ue out of the ordinary under it! Delphi
is playing a major role in the bar code
project. but is only a piece of the puz-
zle.

Like I saud before, as soon as the thing
is At for prime ume, I'll drag it along 1o
some futwe mecting and demo it as 2
real world project I thenk sc will go a
long way in demonstrating how Delphi
works when ased for something totally
differcat (as Monte Python was fond of

saying).

I've got a liwde c2lt phane equipment in-
ventory management system I'll briag
along this maonth. It demonstrates why,
when a pargeular new featre is key (0
an application, the latest release of a de-
velopment platform can mean ihe dif-
ference berween success and failure of
a2 project. This one stanted in Delph

1.0 but was forced to go 10 3.0 bezause
of one simple but key SQL query!

I'm wailing to hear from anyone else
witeresied in doing a presentaon. J
would hope that we would be hearing
from Frank Cavallito in the near fu-
ture as he seems to be doing brieresang
things with De)phs. Meanwhile, come
on by and let’s pry the hid off of 2 cou-
ple of interesting Delphi 3.0 objcets
and have 2 closer 1aok.

Fred Williams

DOS/Operaving Systems SIG

Since Windows 98 is delayed again —
announced s “stupping in the 2nd
quarter of 1998." muaybe we necd 10
ke2p looking at Win 9S even more in-
tensely since we'll have it 1o play with

oA Sring
T Oy,
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lopger than originally thought There
are 3 lot of questions sull noanswered
aboul rugning Win 96 OSR2 (the “for
sale only with a new PC’ version in the
vendor area) and FAT 32.

And, Win 3.1x still isn’t "dead.” There
are a 101 of users oul there who are re-
sisting Microsoft's ‘Suen Calls' and re-
fusing to switch away from a stable,
known system for the mystenes of "93.
They say ey are gering their work
done in Win 3.1x and don't sec any
g00d reason 10 switch a thas (upe.

Those days may be numbered for some
users with “older” hardware that may
disimegrate befoce their eyes and only
be replaceable with newer hardware
that can only run undesr Win ‘05, It's
happening as 1 write dus prece. Ven-
dors just refuse 10 upgrade the legacy

- MS/PC-DOg
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o
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software and hardware and usess with a
‘broken’ systermn may find themselves
on a dead-end avenue

Problem here is early DOS restrictions
on disk size and coupled with sicnilar
BIOS restciions i carlier mother-
boards thar can't/don’t recogmize hard
Qisks larger than 528 MB. Thal's one
of the reasons 1 encourage upgrading
both to the latest standards. Tt's almost
impassible to find disks smaller than
800 MB now and anucipared life spans
are failing rapidfy as the qualicy/$8$
crunch continues.
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QOne, intermediale, answer is one of the
disk managers thac act as BIOS drivers
'and allow the lacger disks to be uti)-
ized. Problem is how long such drivers
will be recognized under Windows ver-
sioas coming down the road. 3.1x can
waork with most of them, Win 95 with a
lot of themn, but nobody knows whal
Win 98 will do to thern aL this stage.

Sice motherboards have entered the
‘commodiry' realm, point becomes
“‘Moot! Saw a MB/CPU combination
with Cyrix 6x86 P200 selling for $130
in the vendor area al the last NTPCUG
meeung. and was cmpfed. Wasa't
MMX' compaunble CPU, but would do
quite well in 2 non-graphics (most of
us) machine. If users is hucky, i.e..
doesa't have a Gatewav2000, Packard-
Bell or AST PC, might be casiest way
16 enter the contemporary PC arena.

We'l]l @lk about when vsers should
make such moves at the October DOS
Operatng Systems Meeting in additon
10 the vsval free-for-all, Q & A inter-
change and ovr SWAG* session. We
wil} have a drawing for one or more
door prizes, perhaps even a copy of
Jim Hoisington's wreasure-vove, [8M
Top View copies. Be sure 1o auend this
gala celebration — you might win a
videotape on the “History of the PICK
Operaung Syseemn.”

Reagan Andrews

Craphics SIG

We are again curting things close 10 the
wise ini the hopes that Reagad can gel
ihis into the Oclober newslenter. 1t is
extremely difficult orying to coordinate
things a month in advance! The larést
news flash is thar ac'the tast moment
Brian Edgin from Micrografx agan
carne up with 2 magnificent idea for a
program. So without further ado, we
hereby pronounce October “Window's

* SWAG - Sciennfie, Wild-A__ed,
Guesses - nickname for Army [ntelli-
gence Reports, circa Vietnam,
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Drew"” month. Draw is Micrografx
“low end™ graphics program. Offi-
cially koown as Window's Draw 6
Print Srudig, it is a basic program con-
sistiag of an image edicng program, a
complete greeting card program. tons
of chipart (53,000 images), 2 Web de-
sigo program with full Wizard help,
Media Manager to belp control al) the
images, a 3D graphics program, and of
course 3 Draw program.

Yes. | am being tongue in cheek
While Webmcity gives the user mare
raw power, Draw makes it easy. But
don’t take wy worg for it, come 10 the
S1G apd see this fantasuc program.

In future months we are stil} planniog
on baving a special showiog of Simply
3D Version 3. 1sull can’t say anything
sbout it, but the fotks at Mjcrografx
seermn 10 be enjoying 12sting it AJl T
can get from them whea [ calt them on
the phoge is "I can’t lell you about
what | am doing but you should see
this.’. We alsa hope o have a showing
in (he big auditorium io the November
time fracne f we can get tagether with
Timothy. The best place 10 Hed out
about the SIG is on the Web page

With so much late breaking news, it is
the casiest way for us to relay not Only
what we will be doing, bul also any
changes io the schedule. In addinon,
you can view some of the armwvork ere-
ated with the programs seen in the SIG.

Neal Berkowitz

InTerner SIG - Beginning

Septerober 20th will be 2a “off” month
for the Beginning Inermet SIG due to
Microsoft having its Technology Tour
meenng in the Infoman Auditoruam.
For ovore informadon on the Tour, see
our Web page at www.npcug.ofg.

On October 11th, we anlicipate having
a demonstranion by Mark Camp of
how 1o set up and use Windows 95's
built-io Dial-Up Networking features to

connect 1o your Internat Service
Provider (1SP). Win93 has that abilicy,
but setting it vp and using it can be per-
plexing, so Mark will ¢clanfy that proc-
ess. Such connectivity s needed be-
fore you cap “surf the Ner”, and is not
provided with all lntermet software.

If you use or are interesied in using this
featurc of Win95, join us (o Jearn how.

The pPmary pupose of the Beginning
Internet SIG is to explain the Internet
to those unfamiliar with it. This in-
cludes soch tungs as how 10 choose
and connect to an Internel Service
Provider (ISP), whai software apLoas
are available, what hardware is needed.
and how to decipher all those confus-
og [ntetnet zcronyms and buzzwords.
AlSiough we have severa) "prepared”
sessions and speakers. laok for general
Q&A sessions (Question 3nd Answer)
penodically, toa.

We hope to see you oa October | 1 h!!

Erik Leaseburg, Doug Gorrie
& Kiff Barnes

InTerner SIG - Advanced

In Cetober, we hope 10 have a special
preseatation by Chet Rubbenstein,
Regional Manager with Pencom Sys-
tem's Web Works division. Web Works
specializes in advanced Inlemex and -
wanet development using leading-edge
Web development technologies.

They focus not just on great loctong
Web pages, but on geting your infor-
mation to both customers and employ-
ecs — meeling your business needs in-
temally and externally. Exrranet appli-
calions might include cawalog sales and
customer suppon syslems: Intranet
uses include access w “Legacy” infor-
mation stored in various data basc sys-
lems.

Chen is finalizing a presentation for the
upcoming Comdex event in Las Vegas,
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and has wndicated an inlerest in giving
Us an opportumity (0 hear it early. His
topic will address how 1o migrate exist-
ing clicnuserver systems 10 the [ntrane
(nternal) and Exaranet (external). As
past VP of Intermer Devejopment with
NationsBank, Ched has years of pracu-
cal experience vpon which Lo base his
discassion. We look {orward 1o leamn-
ing from Chett's expetience.

1 should note thaL as we go to press,

Chen's avaijability {s not yel cenain.

Our Web page will reflect the current
status as we gel close to our October

| lth grecning.

Separately, it is with greal sadness that
we report Lthe relocation of S1G Leader
Pat Hykkonen (o a pew position in
Austin. He has joined Tivoli Systems
as a Customer Service Engineer, slart-
ing af the énd of September. We know
it is a good move for him or he would
not have found it worth the separation
from ouwr monthly NTPCUG mecangs.

Pat will sull be easy 16 find, though.
Knowing that members might want 1o
wish him well, be changed his ¢~mali
address (o pat @ hykkonen.net — hard (o
miss him now, huh? Please send bim &
note of thanks for the many exceltent
presentanons be has done in the past,

Pat’s departure leaves an opening for ¢
least ewo assisiants in the Advanced In-
ternet SIG. Tom OQ'Keefe would appre-
ciate belp in localing and lining up
speakers. ['m sure many of you have re-
sovrces along these hines, o please step
forward and offer at least some of your
time and talents.

The Advanced Intemnet S1G addresses
topics and issues of interest {0 expeti-
enced {nternet users, who are looking
for mere in-depth cootent. Sessions ad-
dress such topics as IP addressing, Do-
main Narpe Services, [ntermet phone
and t¢leconferencing capabiliies and
tools, basic Web page development,
Web scrver options and feamures, net-
work and data securiry, seerch engnes,
and more.

Sessions include time 0 address mem-
ber's questions. Answers may come
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from SIG leaders, session presenters, or
from other attendees in the avdience.

We encowrrage you to join with us Oélo-
ber 11th,

Tom O’Keefe, Erik Leaseburg,
and Doug Gorrie

INTRoducTion To The PC SIG

The following is the tentaave schedule
for SIG classes that will be offered as
an Introduction 1o the PC during the
next listed months. Classes can be
1aken in any order suitable to the indi-
vidual srudent’s schedule. Printed
notes are provided during classes.

October 11,1997

900 Class$
Graphics for the PC

» 10:00 Class 6
Word Processors

< Noon Class 7
Spreadshezt Programs
< 1:00 Class 8

Other Sofrware for the PC

November 15, 1997

2 9:00 Class 9
Hardware for the PC

2 10:00 Class 10
Printers for the PC

2 Noon Class 11
Overview of Quicken Account-
ing Sofiware

< 1:00 Class 12
Maodems & Telecommunications

v 200  Class'12a
NTPCUG Buolletin Board System
(BBS)

Decermber 13, 1997

+ 9:00 Class 13
Overview of Microsoft Windows

€ 10:00 Class 14
Overview of Mulumedia Soft-
ware & Hardware’

< Noon Class I5
Disk of the Month (DOM)
¢ 1:00 Class 16

PC’s Into the 21st Century

Janoary, 1998*

< 9:00  Visuses and Thelr
Prevention

February, 1998+

@ 9:00 Class)
Introducuon to the S1G and the
Personal Computer

< 10:00 Class?2
Worlang with Files & Directory
Structures

% Noon Class 3
Disk Operaiing System
(DOS) - Part I

< 1:00 Class 4
DOS - Pan 11

* These dates are subject 10 change.
Check your PC NEWS and/or the
NTPCUG BBS for corrected datcs be-
fore \he meelings.

Alex Lilley

MS Wonrd for Windows
The New WordArt

WordArt has been around aJmost 28
long as Word for Windows itsel{. The
ficst version appeared along with Word
2.x. Tt was n lairly straighdforward pro-
gram. Al one had to do was select In-
seniObjectsiWordArt and fairly limited -
it impressive fot theur ime - selections
presented themselves.

Being a shareg application, WardAn
came vp in its own application window,
a point which confused many users, so
wilh the next release (6.x, numbered to
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catch up wilh the Mac versions) Wos-
dAr became a bit more tightly inte-
grated with the program itself.

Tt was stil) necessary 1o use InserdOb-
jectsIWordAr, but this ime you had (o
look for WordArt 1 or 2. Just a1ad con-
fusing, but nothing that th¢ average us-
ers couldn't handle.

Nathing much changed with Office
95's Word 7. In fact virually aothing
changed. And then came Office 97 and
hat changed everything. .

[ realize that not everyone of you read-
ing this article are poing to trade up 10
the Jatest and greatesy, bw for anyone
doing more than basic word process-
ing...well, enough has been changed
with 2 ue 32-bit version to make it at
deast warth considering.

As 1 pondered what 1o wnite abaot this
month [ had o use WordAm to gussy
up a mailer that's going out 10 a stroke
support group. [ decided 10 play
around with the WordAn gallery. To
say I was blown away by the thirty BA-
SIC gallery items is an undessiatement

For the fiest ume I'm able o do what |
really WANT ta do with WordArt.

Unfortunately Microsoft didn’t do one
iny-bitty thing: they didn’t make Wor-

Mook
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dAn available as pan of the "Save as
HTML." Oh how wonderful thai
would bave been, bul since the current
HTML lapguage doesn't support it,
there's jolly lide that can be done
about iL

Ever get dred of seeing the ierm
HTML and wopndering what it stands
for? Hypenexi Markup Language.
Thar's what makes the Web go ‘round.
So basically, no HTML, no Web would
be possible. Ask about il at the aext
meeting and ['ll show you how basi-
cally sumple somcthing s0 complex re-
ally is.

WordArt Gallery

This is something brand new in Office
97 and il is, ’n a word, SEXY. I was
looking for a atle “Different Strokes”
Lo 61 inside the text that had been cre-
ated. Here are the sieps I ased to un-
veil the new galiery:

View, Toolbars, WordAr. There [ dis-
covered 8 slightly skewed lerier A al
the far left of the acw WordAst toolbar.
Clickiag on it revealed the 30 BASIC
gallery items. My first choice was un-
impressive, so with the WordAn se-
lected (which means that it has sizing
handles around it). [ clicked an Lhe
third icon (another ulted lenter A). | se-
lezied a bener-looking Gue from the
gallery.

NOW the fuo began. 1had chosen
somethiag io black and white. T seally
had wanted something tn color but 1
liked the style.

So I staned playing around with the foc-
watting passiblitdes. Oh had T koown
what [ was getting myself into! |
emerged an hour Vater with just EX-
ACTLY what ] wanted. The format-
Gog box has six tabs: Color and Lines.
Size, Position, Wrapping (ouly sexy).
Picture, and Text Posidon.

The WordArst wolbar has TEN sclec-
tions, including one thai allows you 1o
freely rofale the object

The hardest pan was limiting myself to
two WordArst ddes because 1 wanted (o
incfude 4 fargish picee of clipan as a
fill when T ran out of lext.

By the nme you read this. we will have
elrcady covered the topic in the SIG.

As usual, we had an extended queston
and answer period. ! am so grateful
that s6 many of you know the answers
that 1 don’t. Ttis truly becoming more
and more of a cooperative effort!

Okay, ['ve bean warning you thal we’re
going to be changing nmes for the SIG.
By the time the next issue comes out
we should know whep the new time
will be, We'l hawve il announced in
pleaty of time for everyone 16 knaw the
new hours.

As of this writing I am iryiag (o set us
up for 8 1o 10 or 9o 11. The informal
opinion seams (o be “whatever” is okay
with the SIG. 1bope to have made a
tenlative annourcement of the tirne dur-
ing last month's SIG mesting. We
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should be making the move in ether
December or Jawuary.

1hope (0 see y*all on October 11!

Beverly Kurtin
bevku@who.nel
817.268.2071 Melro Voice
B17.268.2799 Metro FAX

Paradox SIG

I've made the inipal effort (0 establish
communicason with Corel concemning
a Users Group suppon contact. Mar-
she Drebelbis, the Core) Graphics SIG
Leader, has been a big belp in the ef-
fort. Massha told me 1hat Corel is very
supportive of users groups. Vendor sup-
port of vsers groups is something that
appears to becoming more of an excep-
ugn than the rule of late.

Anyhow, this is the iojtal effort 1o also
secore a copy of the seemingly ilusive
Paradox 8.0. 8.0is the first Corehzed
version of Paradox. U've only read the
somewhat skimpy marketing blurb resi-
dent on the Corel Web site
(www.corel.com) and have no furthes
informaton about Paradox 8.0 than is
present chere.

I'm looking for big improvements in
bug recogniucn and fixes, as 2 munc-
mum, from Cerel. [ snll feel that Bor-
land Paradox Windows support was
some of the Yamest of the lame. If
Corel does nol improve Paradox sup-
pott, I feel market share will continue
10 slip away.

Albhovgh my development efforis are
becooing more and giore Delphi-cen-
vric, I sull find royself popping open
Paradox on many occasions. 1'm using
Paradox nteractvely 10 create or ma-
nipulate tables on the SQL Server,
whip out 3 quick and dirty repor to an-
SWer 2 Onc-UMme question, or 1o perform
some other high prionty, low cesource
intensive project task.

Just woday I neaded some way 1o ma-
nipulate some order record starus codes
i the SQL Sesver database under de-
velopment. Seegis the Power Builder
copdz is not yet ready for prime tigee.
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So, 1 fired up Paradox apd had a func-
vonal order update form designed and
ready 10 usen less than half an hour. It
a2in’{ premy, but it does the job just fine.

Tom Browning is pretty much running
the Paradox show now and is the Offi-
cial Paradox SIG Leader, and I am now
the official Paredox SIG Go'fer. This
15 2 move that is long overdue.

I'D keep doing the SIG notes for as
loag as 1 can, but life does have its pres-
sores. Bspecially when yours tuly has
2 nasty habit of standing up when he
ought to shut up!

Come on by Lhis month ard see what
Torn has in store for us. He may even
get to actually use the “new" S1G Com-
puter thal has been rumored (o exist for
many manths now,

Fred Williams

Pro SIC

A recruiler announced 2 job opening
that she was Uying to fill. Seems a lo-
cal cormpany just discoveced that they
have a Y2K problem in a big way.
Since they let their last programmer go
during a downsizing 10 years ago, they
were willing 10 pay big bucks for some-
one who could modify their Autocoder
programs. Next month we demonstrate
keypunching techmques for those want-
ing to apply for the job.

Jim Hoisington

SOL Server SIG

As promised, we will be discussing
SQL Server Administration *1Q1°.

Erin Welker will be covering such ba-
sics as the jnswallation and configusa-
ton decisions that the SQL Admiristra-

0 tor muse make hoth before and after jo-

The PC News 15 now aceepting SIG
Notes across the Intemet! Address is:

reagana@swbell.net

Send your SIG Notes as atachments
to your E-mai message and please
heed the following concemning word
processing formares and Long File
Naraes.

You've got a stable instajlation of Win-

st version of your favonie, super, 32-
bit word processor? Everything works
well logether and you’re basking in the
warm glow?

That's great!

But... Please, please, please don't sub-
mit your SIG notes or artcles with

est versson of your word processor if
the vendor changed file foomats. The
PC News layout and formatting 1s sull
being done via Ventura Publisher 4.2

dows 95 ot NT 4.0 and the absolute lat-

Long File Names (LFN's). or in the lal-

A QUICK NOTE FROM THE PC NEWS PUBLISHER

which definttely won’t deal with
LFN’s and most of the latest word
pracessor versions. That's especially
trve for Microsoft Office 97 which was
Microsoft’s (atest file-format switch in
the Word scnes.

Do we enjoy being archaic? No.

We haven’t vpgraded to Venrura 7 — yet
— ang the 5.0 version was so unstable
and buggy tha I reinstalled 4.2 after a
number of unpleasant surprises. 1 sull
rely an an “old"™ DQS-based file man-
ager, Nornorn Cotnmander, which also
doesn'thandle LEN's gracefully. When
I convent fully 1o 32-bit applicaions and
vhlity software. the story may be differ-
enl, but for the present, stick Lo the “an-
tique™ DOS 8.3 file namung convenuon
and word processor versions Word 7 (Of-
fice 9S version) can convert 10 Word for
Windows 2.0 format.

Of course, ASCTI )s always welcome.

Reagan Andrews
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stalling SQL Server - the furs| tasks
many SA’s perform - and how 10 create
databases and devices while managing
bard disk space.

Also Lo be covered, perhaps at a later
date. wil) be issues that anse when
plannéag for database access and creat-
ing and managing different rypes of
uSer accounts, considerauons and proce-
dures for implementing Lthe various se-
curity modes, haw and why 10 assign
permussioas, data backups and rou-
bleshooting comuman problems.

In November, Steveo DeSalvo will be
discussing SQL Server and Perform-
ance Monstor. There are speeific Lasks
that can be performed by Performance
Monitor 16 detect and solve SQL Serv-
er problems and achieve better perform-
ance. Join us in Nevember for an in-
depth discussion of these opuons.

Adn Finigan

Visual Basic SIG - Beginning

The October meeung scheduled for Oc-
tober 11, 1997 will be led by our Assis-
tant SIG leader. Jim Hart. Iim's topic
will be based on bis recent expenence
with daia bound controls inVisual Ba-
st¢ 5.0. Thanks o Microsofi, we now
have a copy of the Entcrprise edition of
Visual Basic 5.0 running on the SIG
teaching computer. If you are needing
help with Visual Basic 3.0, this would
be an excellent opportunity o ask your
quEsuons.

Last month, Microsoft presented infor-
mation an the latest Visual Tools from
mémbers of the Visval development
teamn at these presenwations. | will have
to repon the resulls in next monthr's
newslener as my deadline for this
month is PROT to that meeting.

Last month, we continued sur discus-
sion of the Visual Basic 5.0 Integrated
Development Environment (IDE) em-
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phasizing the new'fearure-s- in Lsua.l Ba-
sic 5.0.

Bring your questions on Beginning Vis-
val Basic to our meeting beginning at
8:00 AM on Saturday, Ociober 11,
19957 a1 the Infornart. Check the over-
heads 1o the Vendor Area {or the cor-
Tect (00m assiguments.

Jim Carter

Windows Application SIG

In October the Windows Apps STG will
continue the (opic of the September
tmecting when we covered profiles.
Profiles permit the vser to set up cus-
wm desktaps for differenl people. Sure
your three year old wants Bamey wall-
paper. Now you can give il (o her and
still keep your Star Wars scene intacl
on your desktop.

But there are a great dea) of other
thimgs you can vse profiles for. With a
bt of rwealdng with the Power Toys,
you can actually create Windows with
a bit of securty enabled based on user
D. 1fal) goes well, we will cover both
the Toys and secunity. November is sill
open for suggestions as 10 what we want
1o cover. December 15 tentatively sched-
vled (or basic Windows NT for those
who have not seen it yet. By then we fig-
we Neal will have the bugs worked out
of his laptop and it will be possible 10
show off the diffecences berween this and
e other versions of Windows. Ifal
does not go well, we might begin cover-
ing the regisay and how you can use it 0
3el into serious rouble. More on this
next month. We are having a difbcult
ume getung these SIG noles in on tme.
For those who want o know what the
SIG is doing, the best place to find out
about the SIG (and o sometimes get
18¢as, hints, and suggestions) is 1 go o
our Web page. Just set your browser to
ntpcug.org and go 16 the SIG pages. We
are nof in the List!

Neal Berkowitz

WordPerfecT / Windows SIG

1t has come to my anention that we
have several members of this SIG
group that are coming from (he world
of WordPertect S.1 for DOS and are
launching inlo the world of Windows.
That can be quite intimidaung, to put it
mddly.

This month we are going 10 show you a
few (ricks tn the Windows World to
make your ansiton a Jitle easier. We
will pull in some old WordPerfect 5.1
files into 6.1 and talk about Lhe conver-

sion process a litle. Believe it or rat,
there are instances where [ slill choose
10 File: SaveAs a WordPerfect 5. DOS

So come armed with questons and we
will 1ackle those conversion 1ssues 10-
gether!

Tip of the Month

Have you found that your files are
HUGE since moving 16 windows?
Well, my {avonie feature (Uado) is an
absolvicly wonderful feature. How-
ever, by defanlt, WordPerfect will keep
the )ast ten undo's in memory and
saves al) of them with the document,
thus dramatcally affecoing the size of
your file.
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Ths is especially true i you are past-
ing graphics from other programs. You
can reduce the size of your files by
either reducing the bumber of undo’s
that are saved with your document, or
do oot save your unda’s with the docu-
ment at all!

[Ed. Note: Not saving the undo's has
some secunty benfils as well as size
benefits if you are in the habit of shar-
ing your fijes with others.)

In order to do this. go to Edit on the
Menu Bar, then chaose Undo/Redo His-
lory. Opdons and make the change you
want, However, there is a dawback to
not saving the undo a all. That ss, if
you are used to saving frequenily (and
I trust all of you are). when you press
Control+S, thal saves the documen,
thus erasing any undao history you have
done. So U you select Conirol+2Z to
undo after saving, the vndo you are ex-
pecung won’t be there. Just thought 1
would warn you . . .

Cindy Adams

Ediror’s Note on Logos

I"ve begun using logo graphics in this
section. Most have been taken rom the
NTPCUG SIG listings at wwss.
ntpcug.org, ncloding the graphic for
the DOS/ Operaong Systems SIG, the
Java Programming S1G and the MS Vis-
ual C++/MFC SIG. Others wece raken
from the vendars' own Web sites.

Tt your SIG has a monochrame 1ogo
that will prirt in the PC News, T')l be
2lad 10 include it with your SIG notes.

1 prefer relatively high-cesoluton graph-
ics and most logos capuured by
browsers off the Web are really in-
tended for sereen display and don’t
print that wel).

The graphic must be sent as a separste
file, mot as part of the SIG note file. 1
can conven abmost anything to work in
Ventura, but usvally prefer .TLF and
.EPS format graphics files.

Reagan Andrews
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TBBS Becoming HisTory
Sooner, NoT LATER AS
Fred Believes Tough
‘Browser’ Issue Solved

A Livtle Ingenvity,
— Graber-Style

Lawis Graber has been instrumental in
resolving a rmajor issue related to aban-
doning a DOS-basaed communications
environment. Seems Lewis, always on
the lookout for something for next 1o
nothing, has come across a shareware
DOS-based WWW Browsar! Lewis
bas been both t2song and accumulabng
add-ons for this marvel of ancient tech-
nology.

Lewis says the “stiipped down” version
(no graphics support) wil run on an
8088 system. The “high-priced
spread” version, with many bells and
whistles, fits quile comfortably on a
286 machine. So far Lewis has located
and tested an e-mail clieat I think he
has also tocated a NewsReader module.

Meanwhile. ..
Back at The Ranch

Suol waiung for my copy of Exchange
Server 5.0.

T have managed to resolve Lhe new sys-
tem’s Web Server addressability issue
after a fashion. Seemns if I use the NT
Secver's TP addcess tn the TE search
Jine, the thing works as adverosed.

Stll can’t get it to wark with just the
NT Setver’s machine name. [ would
guess it is 2 WINS Server coafiguration
issue.

[ am going 10 try to at least get the
RAS remote logon and automared user
access level promotion procedures in
place. Once those Jlifile tasks are ac-
complished the machine is going to
move 16 the BBS office. The oue thing
besides the continuing delays in acquir-
ing software that has severcly criraped
project progress has been my tota) Jack
of “‘spare” umec for over a year now.

=L
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sysop, NTPCUG BBS

If I can at least get the new system hung
on a phooe e I can establish connec-
uvity for others with the ability to help
implement the planned system design.
Doug Gorrie and I recently discussed
and cussed the status of this nevec-end-
ing situaton. (Tt no longer deserves the
title of ongoing projecL) Doug has
been very helpful and supportive of Lhe
new implemnentanoo. but like everyone
else, seems too busy with his real life to
devote as snuch time and effon as he
would like.

The Real Wonrld -
When Iv’s Hor, IT’s Hor

The BOD has nated. 1ongue in cheek,
that Doug's new job asstgnment with
Southwestern Bel! seems 1o be more
like a ceal job than his previous posi-
tion. Doug admits he is much bosier
than he has been, bul 15 muly much hap-
pier in his new position. So Doug's
gain seems to be NTPCUG s lass.

21

As an independent consultant for many
years, [ have learned thal one can ncver
be too busy! When times are good in
Dallas, there seems 10 be no end to the
opportunides, but there 1s always only a
finite amount of billable nme. But as
they say in my old home state, “Make
hay while the sun shines.™

Things are so hot right now that both
Donna (my lang-endunng wife) and 1
were both working untif abown 3:00 AM
last night. Scems graphic arusts can
find as much work as consuliants can
these days. In a way, [ would like to be
spending much more Sme on Users
Group projects, but those $0.00 invoice
totals just won't put a lot of bread on the
old table!

Well, it is [ste Sunday afemoon, and we
are preparing 1o trek aver to Southlake
for a Lest session for 3 sofrware producy
1 am developiog as a joint veoture with
a bunch of chicken scale workaholics.
This one i3 hot, hot, hot right now! If
Rudson Foods would have been using
our new system, théy could have re-
called far less than that 25 million
pounds of ground beef.

Let’s see now, at about $1.00 a pound
cast...

So, see you all next month. And, by the

way, contrary 1o last month's newslerter,
1 did not go Hshing. Bummer!

Fred Williams
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Saturday Is a Disk of the Month
Kind of Day

S0 you have worked all week and waot 1o do something a Lntle
different 1o mark 2 break in the rad race for greenbacks? Here
is & suggestion. Go 10 e NTPCUG DOM (Disk of the Month)
Booth and review Lhe newest compuler shareware in 1.44M {or-
mal. There is usually a wide choice of fearced disks, from
Games 10 Udlities. The DOM Squad, led by Mark Gruasr,
adds a handful of new offerings 1o the hundreds of existing litles
every month. They have an exciung disk waitng {or you ip Ihe
catatog, and are mindfu) of the various operaling systems you
are using. A faithful voluateer will be happy 1o retncve yow se-
leebon immedigtely from the DOM portable warchoute, One
such disk was loaded with science ficon sonads as * WAV files

wbich could be used in Windaws applications. The DOM Crew
has captured many hours of ¢nterminung acuvicty on their disks.
It may cause you to drive a litle too (ast fromn the [nfomart ©
your nearcst cosputer for playing. The DOM Squad volunteers,
Geve Carleton and Howard Aamlilton, edit and produce the
disks every month (or use at the NTPCUG meeting. Elyers.
prioied cawalog pages and compuler disk ¢opies are made (o give
10 nzw members, and (0 the DOM Shift Supervisors, Joe Allen,
Roy Bales, Don Chick, Jarnes Donlap, Pat Henley, and Ar-
pold Krusemark, who distribuie them.

The faithful DOM Desk Crew can help yov search for the par-
(cal disk. and ofien give you their expenence from having used
Lbe softwarc. Many of the volunieers who work at the DOM are
Listed on this page as well as athers who make te NTPCUG
weskend 3 good Saturday achivity for the rest of vs,

Infornart Linisou Bob Waller
Stuan Yarus Anchors:
Robent Hildard Ralph Beaver
Alex Lilley Albert Champon
Etcla Eta
Vendor Setup/Breakdown Ciada Lowil (Dovuble)
Anchors: David Martin
David Stavik Lorin Cranford
Regeth Berg Carl Ochmann
C@: Fred Toulmin
Dick Abboit Pau] Williarns
Tim Fostec Booth Crew:
Ncal Van Pelt Al AsLoD
Joseph Wagnes Jim Boyec
Robent Whiteside Vemon Cales
Anditerfum Presentations Randy Durham
Timothy Carmicbzel Tm Foster
Christopher Carmjchasl James Gorak
Ken Sauvter
Newslecter Labels
Charlie Fernandez Disk of the Month
' (DOM)
Tnformation/Registraton DOM Shift Supervisors.
Boath Joe Allen
Suassocian Roy Bales
Connie Andrews Don Chick
Ralph Beaver (Assistant) James Donloo
Schedyler: M. Pat Hendey
Ammold Krusemark
DOM Desk Crew:
Richard Abrcu
Michael Ashley
Douglas Abas
Berme Baars
Richard Blair
Jima Boyce
Philip Bridge
Linda Campbell

Gene Carleton M. Pat Henley
Norm Dang David Huckabes
William Farrig Jemy Stone
Brad Ficke Inventory and Take-down Crew:
Martip R. Gluck Richard Blar
Edwin Griffn Mark Christopher
Jimmy Hurst Brad Ficke
Tom Jackson Martin R. Gluck
Tom Jomes Armo'd Krusemark
Mae McKeelhen DOM Desk Schedoler:
Mark Miller Philip Bridge
Nancy Ogden Disk Preduetion.
John Primm Gene Carleton
George Read Howard Hamilton
Jim Russell-Redman
Oscar Tyler
Lze Whlliams
With Special Tliunks b:

Set Up Crew;
Mark Gruner
Kemt Haven

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION )

1 _Vizx BAS: (972)387-2751, (972)387-2752 or (972)283-9026
{mevo). Sign up on the Valunige) Condsrenco - maka L sub-
fect maner your area af Inlerost. |

2. Meeling day Sign up al e Informagon Booth or DOM |
Bocth to work (hase aress «1 & cHmag Mohh

Ay phone
Audlvarium Presentatlons

Timoty Carmichael . .. . {972) 6B1-A62€ (w)

DOM Baolh Scheduler

PN BAGRO. .. Ll (972) 422-5200

DOM Solwars Review
Mark QRonoc. ..o . ..... {972) 984-147 (h)

Inforrneton Booth ang Gangral Infermatian

\ cee . (97 7087,
Chraude McClure : (972) 8670878 ) J
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Introducing the NTPCUG User-To-User program,
composed of members who are willing to donate ther
time to help others with software and bardware questions.
Some of our helpers are professional consultants. AU have
joined the Uses-10-User Program because they want 10
share their knowledge wilh othegs and help them. They
agreed to answer questions that they are comfortabie
bandling over the phone, without charge, and within
reasonable time limits (at the volunteer’s diseretion).

These individuals are volunteering 1o assist NTPCUG
members. NTPCUG is assisong in findiog these volonteers
for you, but cannol be responsible for unsatisfactory
outcomes. Next to cach subject, we will List the person's
name, phone number and the times they are available.
Please honor the wishes of our helpers by seeking help only
during those hours.

Please try 1o resolve your problems by reading the
manual and aoy op-lie help BEFORE calling.

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYS/HOURS SURJECT HELPER PHONE DAYSHOURS
Access Hardwate Help
Ram Bhandar ............... (972)2434056 h M-F 13001700 Chades Miller................. (503)938-4220(") 7 1900-2400
Assembly Language Internet - General
Frank Csvallita .............. (972)423-9221 7 18002200 Erik Laaseburg .............. {817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
Glynn 8rooks................ (97205788737  M-F 1700-2200 David Martin .................. (672)3300283  M-F  1900-2200
BASIC Intornet - Telnet, FTP, NetScape, Web Explorer {05/2)
Mike FIrtd ....ooooeveerremeee (214)827-734 7 0800-2200 Bob Wilson ......cceeeeens (972)517-1434  M-F 1900-2200
Beginner Probiems e S-S 1000-2200
Jan Parkhf................... (214)828-2216  M-Sa 0%00-1700 LANs — Novett
Shirley Hudgens............. (303)432-0780 7 0900-2000 Joseph Beasky ............. (972)225-8752 7 0800-2400
Brother's Keeper — Lantastic
Neil Sundsriang............ (972)272-2865 7 0900-2200 Joseph Beasley ............. (214)410-3818 7 0900-2200
C++ (1he Janguage) Managing Your Money
Bab Adams.....co........ (214)228-1455  M-Sa 0900-1900 Glynn Brooks................. (872)5789737  M-F 1700-2200
Howard Hadkness.......... (817)267-6227 7 1000-2100 Modems
CA Cllpper Edk Laaseburg.............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
Richerd Miichell............. (972)6259130M :: ;gggg;% MathCAD
""""""""""""""""""" Bob Adams..........cco.......(214)328-1455  M-Sa (0900-1900
CorelDraw
Norton Utliities
Linda Mume.................(8V7)472:7555  M-F  1500-2200
___________________________________ S-S 1300-2200 JOhN Dy8r ..oty (972)780-3311  M-S2 0800-2200
052
Batch Flles
Chanes MHer .............. {903)938-4220()y 7 1800-2400 Lay Truesddls ............. (972)442-7074 7 1000-2200
PC Tools/Win
Borand C++
Bob AJaMs.. ... (214)328-1455  M<Sa 0900-1300 Glynn Brooks.................. (872)578-8737  M-F  1700-2200
Howerd Harkness.......... (617)267-6227 7 1000-2100 Psradox
CompuServe Fred Williams ................ (972)492-1315 7 13002100
Bob Adams................ (214)328-1455  M-Sa (900- 1900 PR2PKUNzIp
dBASE ill, s, IV & Windows Erk Leaseburg ..............(817)285-7550(m) 7 2000-2200
Ted Giflam.........c........... (972)664-7923 7 0800-1700 ProComm/ProComms
DOS Bili Green.... oo, (817) 731-1308
Bob Russel .................. {972)4224268 7 1800-2200 Joseph Beasley .... (872)225-8752 7 0300-2400
Erik Leasebuiq.............. (817)265-7550(m) 7 2000-2200 Joseph Beaslay ............(214)4103818 7 0500-2200
DR DOS
Raiph Beaver ................ (817)3380570  M-F  0800-1700
...................................... (817)624-9530  SS  0900-2100
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DAYSHOURS

SUBJECT HELPER PHONE DAYSMHOURS SUBJECT HELPER PHONE
Publisher (Microsoft) Windows for Workgroups
Bob Russal ..................(972)422-4269 7 1900-2200 Joseph Beasley ............. [372)225-8752 7 0B00-2400
Pal Cola.....cocr e (972)B31-8055  M-F 08001700 Joseph Beasley ...........(214)410-3818 7 (900-2200
e [OT2)4960894 7 1000-2200 Bob Russell..................[372)4224269 7 1800-2200
Qulcken Windows NT 4.0 & 3.51
Jim Hel. .. [214)348-7848 - 7 1000-2100 Richard Miles................(072)296-5356  M-F  1900-2200
AR T R 58 10:00-16:00
Quickbooks
cenimesrmmese s snenenne | @ V) TBT 2315 MLF - 1500-1700
Jim Thompson.............(214)353-0051  M-F  0800-1800 Word for Wind
SPFPC Bob Russall................(372)422-4269 7 1800-2200
Doug Gumeg;;; ;m l;: ?ﬂuﬂﬁ-:g Works, Mi "
W BIT2614653 7 1830-2200 A
O SO0 i DOug SCOM....vrrce (817)2614653 7  1830-2200
Virus & Anti-Virus YTAEE
Charles Miller.................(503)838-4220(") 7 1900-2400 JONN DY e (972)7903311  M-Ss 0800-2200
- 50 CANer . (22355068 T 1700-2100 The subject areas below do nol have a volureer o answer questons.
LJ. JohNSON ... (972)495-0087 7 1700-2130 if you would like to assist or add posslle Categories for the future,
Gene Hamelman .........(972)495-6342 7 1700-2130 please contact Ooug Gorie ai (214)464-7924 M-F 0800-1700 or Sa &
Su 1000-1900 at (972)618-8002. Doug will send you & form on which
LEGEND: you can kst your qualifications and sign.
: N All 7 days of sach week M-F .., Monday through Friday Areas Needing Helpers:
TAT... Twesday and Thursday M-Sa .. Monday through Saturday
S&5... Saturday and Sunday  ()..... Caller should Ineur any Long
s s Bortand Turbo C
= CAD
ass=4 8o Deiphi
s %
North Texas PC ¢ g% Users Group, Inc Fox Po
s 3 _ Harvard Graphics
Membership ¥ Application LapLink
The NTPCUG is s non-profit, independent orgaaizstion of individuals learniag to 3pply Microsoft C
persops) compulers to practical problems. For additiosal imformation, call (214) 746-4699. Microsoff Ca+
Mempar # - Microsoft Visual C++
Nome (Lest) __ i {Fiest); s Microsoft Word
Adaress: - Pagemaker
- Roots
- s“_u Sound Blaster
¥ - - -TT= TurboTax
Phora (Check preferrad) _ Home: () o ™ e Corel Ventura
_ Waonk ( } i, Ext. WordPerect/ Windows
Occupallon/Profession: — @ o e e e - S XTREE
Cbeck one from each colump below
Paymeont: Membership Application Status:
el Classification: ew Member e —
Cheek _ Regular ($30.00} Remewal _ __ ____ _ _
Credit Card ___ ___ Student ($25.00) Address Change _
Applicaiions shoold be mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, F.O. Box 703445,
Dallas, TX 75370-3449 (Make checks paysble to : NTPCUG)
Please initlal here —______ if yoo do not wish 1o have your address lacluded on
member lisis sold for the NTPCUG's beneflit to advartisers of PC compelible products.
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North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 703449, Dallas, TX 75370-3449
Phone (214) 746-4699 for recorded information about the North Texas PC Users Group and scheduled
meeting date times and locations. Please leave a message if you would like specific informacion about the
Group. Or, visit our Web Page at: www._ntpcug.org

is a pon-profit,

independent group, not associated with aoy corporation.
Membership is open 10 owners and others interested in
exchanging ideas, information, hardware, predictioas, and
other items related to personal and compatibie computers.
To join the Group, complete the applicagon blank printed
elsewhere in this newslerter, and send with $30 membership
duves 1o the Membership Director — address shown below.
Subscription 10 the newsletter is included with each
rmembecship.

The Group meets once ¢ach month, usually on the secoad or
third Saturday. See inside front cover for date, time and
place of the aext North Texas PC Users Group meelng.

Treasurer Eb Foersier {214) 357-7602 h

Secretary John West {972) 620-874) h

Membership Dir. Jim Hoisinglon (972) 416-3101h
! Adverdsing Di-. Connie Andrews (214) 828-0699h
| (Acting)

Publicity Rob Alschbach {214) 3684979 b
{ Disk of the Month Mark Gruner (972) 564-8174 h
| Volunteer Coord Clavde McClure (972) 867-0978 h
| Bulletio Board Fred Williams (972) 492-1315

President
President-Elect

Program Chairman

North Texas PC Users Group, [bc.
Board of Directors

Chairman

Marsha Drebelbis

Alex Lilley
Fred Williams

Jim Hoisington
Reagan Andrews
Doug Gorrie
Andy Oliver

NTPCUG Officers

Jim Hoisingion
Andy Qlver

(972) 416-310t b
(972) 462-1896 b
(972) 960-4215 w

Timothy Carruchael  (972) 5664626 w

Members Emeritus

John Pribyl (1924 - 1993)
Phil Chamberlain Jiru Hoisington
David McGehee Stuart Yarus
Tom Prickett Counpnie Andrews
Kathr¥n Loafman Reagan Andrews
Fred Williams Timothy Carmichael
Andy Oliver

ANnd VolunTeers -
You Should Know

NTPCUG Bulletin Board

NOTE: To access the BBS Melro line from outside Area
Code 972, use Area Code 972. (This is NOT a loll call from
Font Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)

Bulletin Board Settings: N -8 - 1
(No parity, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit)

NTPCUG BBS Telephone Numbers:

- .-{972) 387-2751

.(972) 387-2752

METRO (972) 263-9036
SYSOP: . .... Fred Wilbams
Assistapt SYsop: .......................... Jom Prickett
Assistant SYsop:......c.ooeieiiceenne.. Doug Gorrie
Information Mgt: ........................ Lewis Graber
User Relations:........cccccveecnin Adam Peterson

Password problems?

Call Dong atu.....oc.ooioen...... (214) 464-4568

T1 PRO BULLETIN BOARD ...

214)361-5275
Tom Blackwell

Address Changes, etc...

Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquines about membership shoutd be
direcied to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 703449
Dallas, Texas 75370-344

(Check newsletter mailing label for your rentwal date..)
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